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LICHFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


RONALD  E.  JOHNSON ?  M.B.?  Ch.B. 


Rural  Council  House? 
Lichfield. 

12th  September?  1945* 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Lichfield  Rural 

District  Council. 


The  past  year  has  shown  extremely  good  figures  for  the 
state  of  the  public  health  in  the  district.  I  feel  that  these 
figures  are  particularly  encouraging  if  one  bears  in  mind 
that  they  include  those  returns  for  parts  of  the  fifth  and 
sixth  years  of  the  most  terrible  war  that  has  ever  befallen  our 
nation  with  all  its  difficulties  and  worries  which  might  have 
led  one  to  have  expected  a  marked  falling  off  in  the  standard 
maintained.  However?  I  do  not  wish  to  appear  too  optimistic  for 
I  feel  that  the  hardest  time  of  all  will  come  with  the  winter  of 
1945-1946.  There  is  a  considerable  improvement  on  the  already 
good  returns  for  the  year  1943 • 


The  Birth  Rate  has  been  19*14  per  thousand  of  the  civilian 
population  -  an  increase  of  1*44  on  the  preceding  year  and 
comparing  with  th&^rate  of  17*6  for  the  whole  country.  The 
Death  Rate  has  boon  10.1  per  thousand? which  is  .3  less  than  the 
previous  year  and  compares  with  a  figure  of  11.6  for  the  whole 
country.  The  one  black,  feature  is  that  there  have  been  two 
deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  as  against  nil  the  previous  year. 
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asternal  mortality  rate  of  3*19  per  thousand 
1.93  Per  the  whole  country. 


The  infant  mortality  rate  that  is  deaths  in  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  per  thousand  births?  was  36.1.  This  figure  is 
7*2.  better  than  the  previous  year  and  is  only  a  fraction  below 
the  record  figure  for  1942.  It  also  compares  very  favourably 
with  the  figure  of  46  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 
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These  figures  show  a  marked  improvement  on  the  previous 
year?  a  large  proportion  of  which  is  made  up  by  the  reduction  in 
the  cases  of  Measles  of  which  there  was  a  big  epidemic  in  1943* 
Of  the  other  diseases?  Scarlet  Fever  shows  a  reduction  from  65 
to  25?  Whooping  Cough  from  71  to  12 *  Diphtheria  from  10  to  9 
andPncuKionia  from  57  to  19* 


The  notifications 
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evacuation  occurred  during  the  flying  bomb  attacks  and 
a  consequence  some  of  these  cases  were  already  existing  ones 
which  moved  into  this  district  and.  had  previously  been  notified 
elsewhere.  A  total  of  30  cases  have  been  notified  as  against 
22  for  1943*  The  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  all  forms  have 
increased  from  14  to  16. 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  above?  this  has  been  a  very  good 
all  round  year  and  I  feel  that  the  persistent  low  incidence  of 
Diphtheria  suggests  that  the  Immunisation  compaign  is  now 
beginning  to  show  results. 


In  the  following  tabulated  figures  the  corresponding  figure 
for  the  previous  year  is  shown  in  brackets  after  the  figure  for 
1944. 
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ESTIMATED  POPULATION  •  j  32 ? 760 

BIRTH  RATE  PER  1,000  OF  ESTIMATED  POPULATION.  19.14  ( 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  OF  ESTIMATED  POPULATION.  10.13  ( 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES : - 

Puerperal  &  Post-abortion  Sepsis.  -  ( 

Other  puerperal  causes.  2  ( 

MATERNAL  DEATHS  PER  THOUSAND  BIRTHS.  3.19  ( 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE  PER  1,000 

LIVE  BIRTHS.  38.1  (45* 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  (all  ages).  48  (47) 

DEATHS  FROM  MEASLES  (all  ages)  -  (-) 

DEATHS  FROM  WHOOPING  COUGH  (all  ages)  1  (  1) 

DEATHS  FROM  DIARRHOEA  (under  2  years)  -  (3) 

AVERAGE  RATES  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES  FOR  1944  (1943  in  brackets) 
BIRTH  RATE.  ‘  ~  ’  ~T/VS  Tl6. 

DEATH  RATE.  11.6  (12. 

INFANT  MORTALITY 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  LICHFIELD  DURING  THE 

YEAR”  19443 


All  causes.  331  (338) 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  .  -  (-) 

2.  Measles.  -  (-) 

3*  Scarlet  Fever.  -  (-) 
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4*  Whooping  Cough.  ...  ... 

3*  Diphtheria . 

6.  Influenza.  . . 

7*  Encephalitis  Lethargica . 

8.  Cerebrospinal  Fever.  ... 

9*  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System. 

10.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases . 

11.  Syphilis.  ... 

12.  General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane?  Tabes 

13 *  Cancer .  ...  ... 

14.  Diabetes.  . 
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Dorsalis . 


13«  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  etc. 

16.  Heart  Disease.  . 


17.  Aneurysm . .  „  „  ,  . 

18.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases . 

19*  Bronchitis.  . .  . . . 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) . .  ... 

21.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases.. .  ... 

22.  Peptic  Ulcer.  .  ...  ... 

23.  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  ...  . .  ... 

24*  Appendicitis.  . .  . 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver.  . 

26.  Other  Diseases  of  the  Liver.  . ... 

27.  Other  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System.  ...  ... 

28.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis.  __  .  ... 

29.  Peurperal  and  Post-abortion  Spesis . 

30.  Other  Puerperal  Causes.  . . 

31.  Congenital  Malformations?  Birth  Injuries?  etc. 

Premature  Birth . ...  .  . . . .  . .  . 

32.  Senility . .  . 

33*  Suicide.  . ...  ...  .  ... 

34*  Other  Violent  Causes . *  .  . 

35*  Other  Defined  Causes.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  .  . 

36.  Causes  Ill-defined  or  unknown.  . . 
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notification  of  infectious  diseases  (civilians 
ONLY)  RECEIVED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1944  (1943  in 

Brackets) 


Typhoid  Fever 
Paratyphoid  Fever. 
Scarlet  Fever. 
Whooping  Cough. 
Diphtheria. 
Erysipelas . 

Small  Pox. 

Measles . 

Pneumonia. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 
Acute  Poliomyelitis. 
Cerebrospinal  Fever. 
Dysentery. 
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RONALD  E.  JOHNSON. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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